
Pre-Calculus
Mrs. Veldman
Email: aveldman@bridgmanschools.com
Phone: 466-0352
Required text:  Precalculus: Graphical Numerical, Algebraic (8th edition)
Required Supplies:  Graphing calculator (TI-84 plus recommended)
Course Description:  This course investigates the various aspects of Pre-Calculus.  Students will study the Common Core State Standards: Number and Quantity, Algebra, Functions, Modeling, Geometry, and Statistics and Probability.  The goal of this course is to prepare students for success in AP Calculus as well as other math classes.  It is also intended to prepare you for the state test and the SAT.  Students will be expected to read the material in each section, take notes, and complete daily homework assignments.  Students will use the textbook and online resources on a regular basis. Students must earn a B- or higher to be recommended for AP Calculus.   
Conduct:
· Follow all policies set forth by the school

· Be prepared... book, homework, pencil, lined paper
· Remain seated during lectures or anytime the teacher is addressing the class.

· Show respect for all members of the classroom: teacher, students, guests, themselves.

· Take responsibility to find out assignments if absent.

Tardiness:  Students who are not in the classroom at the designated time will be marked tardy.  If a student is more than ten minutes late without an excuse they are marked absent, see handbook.  

Absences:  Attendance is extremely important for success in this course!  Students are responsible for finding out assignments if they are absent.  Tests/ Quizzes should be made up before or after school.  If you are in class the day a quiz or test is given you are responsible for taking the assessment.  Absent work can be found in the absence binder in the back of the room.    

Late Work:  Late work will be accepted for ½ credit up until the chapter test over that material or the end of the marking period, whichever occurs first.  Example: Chapter 4 late work is accepted until the chapter 4 test or end of the marking period, whichever occurs first.  
MARKING PERIOD GRADE

The following percentages will be used for the following categories of assignments:

Assignment




% of Marking Period Grade

Tests






45%


Projects/Labs/Class Activities


15%


Quizzes





20%



Homework Quizzes




10%

Homework





5%
ALEKS                                                                       5%
Tests: Tests will be given at the conclusion of each chapter and students will only have a set amount of time to complete each test.  There may be a calculator and a non-calculator portion to most tests.  Students may retake tests up to one week after receiving their grade back for a maximum of an 80%.  Students may only retake the test one time and the higher of the two scores will be recorded.  

Projects/Labs/Class Activities: These consist of but are not limited to class warm ups, cooperative learning activities, reading guides, exploratory labs, and chapter projects.  

Quizzes: Students will take approximately two quizzes per chapter to assess understanding of material.  These cannot be re-taken and will have a time limit.  

Homework Quizzes: Homework quizzes will be given frequently to assess students understanding of material.  These quizzes will be quick and students are allowed to use the previous night’s homework.  If you are in class the day the quiz is given, you will be taking the quiz, so plan ahead.  These quizzes cannot be retaken but the lowest 3 homework quizzes for each marking period will be dropped.       

Homework:  All homework is to be completed in pencil and will be assigned to help students master the material covered in class.  All problems must be attempted with all work shown.  Homework may be graded for completeness and/or correctness.  
ALEKS:  This is an online program that assesses student understanding and provides them with specifically targeted practice material.  Students will be required to work for 7 hours per marking period.  This averages to approximately 45 minutes per week.  Some time may be given in class for this but it will require work time outside of the classroom.  If class time is given to work on this program, students must be on task the entire period or they will lose points in this category.  All time must be completed by Friday at 5pm on the last day of the marking period.     
Grading Scale: Grades will be based according to the following breakdown:


A
93-100


B-
80-82.9

D+
67-69.9 


A-
90-92.9

C+ 
77-79.9

D
63-66.9


B+
87-89.9

C
73-76.9

D-
60-62.9



B
83-86.9

C-
70-72.9

F
0-59.9

The semester exam will count as 20% of your semester grade.  Each marking period will count as 40% of your semester grade.  Students and parents can check student grades online.
The following is an outline of what you will be learning about in the coming year.  
· Chapter P – Review of Algebra 2 and Complex Numbers

· Chapter 1 – Functions and Graphs
· Chapter 2 – Polynomial, Power, and Rational Functions
· Chapter 3 – Exponential, Logistic, and Logarithmic Functions
· Chapter 4 – Trigonometric Functions
· Chapter 5 – Trigonometric Identities
· Chapter 6 – Applications of Trigonometry and Vectors
· Chapter 7 – Systems and Matrices (if time allows)
· Chapter 9 – Statistics
· Chapter 10 – Introduction to Calculus: Limits, Derivatives, and Integrals
· CLASSROOM POLICIES
Mrs. Veldman

Classroom Procedures:
Entering and Beginning Class
· Walk as you enter the classroom and collect any materials you need for the day as listed on the board.

· Be sitting quietly in your assigned seat by the time the bell is finished ringing.

· Have your homework out and ready to check when the bell rings.

Writing Utensils

· Have your pencil sharpened and be ready to begin before the bell rings. 

· To borrow a pen/pencil, take a writing utensil from the cup located in the corner of the room before the bell rings.

· If you need to sharpen your pencil during a regular class, wait until an appropriate break or work session to get out of your

seat and do so.  

· If you need to sharpen your pencil during a test or quiz, raise your hand and wait for permission to get out of your seat from

the teacher.   

Handling Papers

· Graded assignments will be handed back.
· Make-up assignments will only be given for excused absences.  
Absences/Tardies

· It is the students’ responsibility to ask for and collect any work that was assigned while they were not in class.  Check the

absence binder upon return for missed assignments.  Notes will be available online.  

· Missing class on the day of a test or quiz will require the student to come in and take a make-up test or quiz within one week

of returning to school in order to be given credit for the work.  

Hallway Passes      

●
If you choose to use the restroom you are responsible for any work that you miss. 

· You must sign in and out when you leave the classroom and take the hall pass.

· You will only have five passes for the semester.

Dismissal 
· Be in your seat when the dismissal bell rings and wait for the teacher to verbally announce dismissal.

· Upon verbal dismissal stand up, push your chair in, and walk as you exit the classroom. 

Cheating

· If you are caught cheating, you will receive a zero for the assignment and a referral will be written.

· If you cheat on a test, you may NOT retake the test

Testing

· Students are allowed to re-take tests that they have done poorly on.  The maximum grade they can receive for the re-take is

an 80% and it must be completed before or after school or during their lunch.  All tests must be re-taken within one week of the test grade being returned to the students.  

· If you are in class the day a quiz/test is given then you are expected to take the assessment.  

· All tests/quizzes must be completed in the time allowed unless special circumstances are discussed prior.

· Students may NOT re-take quizzes.  

Expectations:

The following expectations will help you and others feel comfortable in the classroom. They will help ensure that we as a class can make the most of our time this year and get the most out of every day we spend together.    

1. Show respect toward others and toward yourself

2. Be prepared for class
3. No food or drinks other than water in class
4. Keep all CD/MP3 players and cell phones in your locker
5. Be on time and ready to learn

6. Try your best
Consequences:
Individual situations will be handled on a case by case basis and are therefore subject to different levels of discipline as outlined below.  In extreme cases levels might be skipped due to the severity of the situation.  

	LEVEL
	
	ACTION

	1
	
	Verbal Warning

	2
	
	Conference with Student

	3
	
	Referral

	4
	
	Phone Call/E-mail home

	5
	
	Conference with Parents


Positive Reinforcements:
For those students who have completed their work and who have not been behavior problems here are some rewards that I might give throughout the semester:

· Positive notes/ phone calls home

· Group work

· Verbal praise

· Posting of excellent student work

__________Please sign, detach, and return the bottom next class period.__________

Parent/Student Agreement
We have read and understand the classroom syllabus, procedures, expectations, and consequences for Mrs. Veldman’s class.

We also understand that Juniors must earn at least a B- each semester to be eligible to take AP Calculus.

Student Signature: ________________________
Parent Email: __________________

Parent Signature: _________________________
Parent Phone: __________________


